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Cherokee Information

CHEROKEE ADDRESSES:

Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma P.O. Box 948 Tahlequah, OK 74465 

1-800-256-0671    918-456-0671     918-458-5496

Cherokee Agency, Bureau of Indian Affairs Cherokee, NC 28719 704-497-9131

Cherokee National Historical Society (CNHS) P. O. Box 515 Tahlequah, 

Oklahoma 74465  918-456-6007 

http://www.powersource.com/powersource/heritage/default.html 

Preserves history and tradition of the Cherokee people and assists in 

educating the general public.

Eastern Band of North Carolina Cherokee Council House P.O. Box 455 

Cherokee, NC 28719 704-497-2771

United Keetoowah Band of Oklahoma 2450 South Muskogee Avenue Tahlequah, OK 

74464 
918-456-5491

The Cherokee Nation will send a packet of information to those wishing to 

register as a tribal member, detailing requirements. Their address is: Cherokee Nation  Registration P.O. Box 948 Tahlequah, OK 74465 Phone: (918) 456-0671

Addresses from the Cherokee Advocate (tribal newspaper) relating to     

Cherokee language education materials: The Cherokee Observer, P.O. Box 1301, Jay, OK. 74346-1301. 

The Independent Cherokee newpaper. The Cherokee Advocate, P.O. Box 948, Tahlequah, OK. 74465. 

The official CNO government's newspaper. The UKB News, P.O. Box 746, Tahlequah, OK. 74465-0746. 

The official United Keetoowah Bank of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma's newspaper.

The Cherokee One Feather, P.O. Box 501, Cherokee, NC. 28719. 

News of the Eastern Band of Cherokee. Cherokee Studies Institute, Inc. 501 Seminary Tahlequah, OK 74464

Cherokee Language and Culture 4158 E. 48th Place Tulsa, OK 74135-4739 

9180749-3082 Audio Forum The Language Source Room G422, 96 St Guilford, CT 

06437 1-800-345-8501

Free Catalog: Native American instructive audio language programs. North 

American Native Authors Catalog P.O. BOX 308 2 Middle Grove Road Greenfield Center, NY 12833 (518) 583-1440 FAX (518) 583-9741

Cherokee Music:

The Cross-Cultural Educational Center has some written music, some is not based 

on Indian tradition: Cherokee Song Book. At last, an update song book for Cherokee singers. One section contains a reprint of all 135 hymns found in the old "Cherokee Hymnal" but reset om larger syllabary type face. New songs have been added in both Cherokee syllabary and Roman script so the songs can be sun phonetically by non-syllabary readers including 14 of the "old" Cherokee hymns, 29 modern gospel songs, and 10 children's songs. Paperback - 102 pages. $6.50, plus $4.00 postage/handling. 

Cross-Cultural Educational Center, Inc. PO Box 92, Welling, OK 74471 Phone: 

1-918-458-5334.  You can obtain a Materials Dissemination Catalog (Cherokee Culture and Language Materials) by writing or calling the Cross-Cultural Education Center, Inc. ++ Tsalagi Linguist TSA-LA-GI Library P.O. Box 948 Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465 (918) 458-0577. 

Cherokee Visitors Center Eastern Band 1-800-438-1601 Museum (for info packet 

$13) 704-497-3481 

BOOKS:

1. Southeastern Indians Life Protraits. A Catalogue of PIctures 1564-1860. By 

Emma Lila Fundaburk. $14.00

2. Hau, Kola! The Plains Indian Collection of the Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology. By Barbara Hail. $25.00 (pb) 

3. The Flag in American Indian Art. By Toby Herbst and Joel Kopp. $40.00 cloth; $24.95 (pb) 

4. Robes of Splendor. Native North American Painted Buffalo Hides. By George P. 

Horse Capture. $40.00 

5. Creation's Journey. Native American Identity and 

Belief. National Museum of the American Indian. $45.00 

6. Pre-Columbian Shell Engravings. From the Craig Mound at Spiro, Oklahoma. 2 volumes. By Phillip Phillips and James A. Brown. $29.95 

7. Lewis H. Morgan on Iroquois Material Culture. By Elizabeth Tooker. $35.00 (pb) 

8. Great Ball Game. By Joseph Bruchac. $14.99 

9. Keepers of Animals. By Michael J. Caduto and Joseph Bruchac. $19.95, 

Teacher's Guide $9.95 

10. Keepers of Earth. By Michael J. Caduto and Joseph Bruchac. $19.95, Teacher's Guide $9.95 

11. Keepers of Life Discovering Plants Through Native American Stories and Earth Activities for Children. By Michael J. Caduto and Joseph Bruchac. $22.95, Teacher's Guide $9.95 

12. Keepers of the Night. Native American Stories and Nocturnal Activities for Children. By Michael J. Caduto and Joseph Bruchac. $14.95 (pb) 

13. There Still are Buffalo. By Ann Nolan Clark. $8.95 (pb) 

14. Cherokee Summer. By Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith. $15.95 

15. The Ledgerbook of Thomas Blue Eagle. By Jay Matthaei and Jewel Grutman. Adam 

Cvijanovic illustrator. $17.95 

16. Wolf Tales. By Mary Powell. $8.95 (pb) 

17. How Rabbit Tricked Otter. By Gayle Ross. Murv Jacob illustrator. $17.00 

18. How Turtle's Back Was Cracked. By Gayle Ross. Murv Jacob illustrator. $14.99 

19. Dancing Teepees. Poems of American Indian Youth. By Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve. $5.95 (pb) 

20. Doesn't Fall Off His Horse. By Virginia A. Stroud. $14.99 

21. Baby Rattlesnake, By Te Ata. Call for price. 

22. White Bead Ceremony. By Sherrin Watkins. Kim Doner illustrator. $16.95 

23. Deerskins and Duffels. Creek Indian Trade with Anglo- America, 1685-1815. By Kathryn E. Holland Braund. $37.50 

24. Old Frontiers. By John P. Brown. $38.50 

25. And Still the Waters Run. By Angie Debo. Call for price 

26. The Rise and Fall of the Choctaw Republic. By Angie Debo. $14.95 (pb) 

27. The Road to Disappearance. A History of the Creek Indians. By Angie Debo. $17.95 (pb) 

28. They Called It Prairie Light. The Story of Chilocco Indian School. By K. Tsianina Lomawaima. $25.00 

29. After the Trail of Tears. The Cherokees' Struggle for Sovereignty 1839-1880. By William G. McLoughlin. $17.95 (pb) 

30. Cherokee Renaissance in the New Republic. By William G. McLoughlin. $18.95 (pb) 

31. The Cherokees and Christianity, 1794-1870 Essays on Acculturation and Cultural Persistence. By William G. McLoughlin. $45.00pb 

32. Cherokee and Missionaries, 1789-1839. By William G. McLoughlin. $18.95 (pb) 

33. Cultivating the Rosebuds. The Education of Women at the Cherokee Female 

Seminary, 1851-1909. By Devon A. Mihesuah. $35.95 

34. History, Myths, and Sacred Formulas of the Cherokees. By James Mooney $15.95 (pb) 

35. Native American Testimony. By Peter Nabokov. $15.00 (pb) 

36. Nairne's Muskhogean Journals. The 1708 Expedition to the Mississippi River. By Capt. Thomas Nairne. $18.50 

37. American Holocaust: The Conquest of the New World. By David E. Stannard. $13.95 (pb) 

38. Cherokees "West" 1794-1839. By Emmett Starr. $24.95 (pb) 

39. Creek Indian History. A Historical Narrative of the Genealogy, Traditions and Downfall of the Ispocoga or Creek Indian Tribe of Idians. By George Stiggins. $24.95 

40. The Indians of the Southeastern United States. By John R. Swanton. $24.95 (pb) 

41. Source Material for the Social and Ceremonial Life of the Choctaw Indians. 

By John R. Swanton. $24.95 (pb) 

42. American Indian Lacrosse By Thomas Vennum. $15.95 (pb) 

43. The Delaware Indians: A History. By C.A. Weslage. $19.95 

44. Native America: Portrait of a People. By Duane Champagne. $18.95 (pb) 

45. Spirit of the Harvest. By Beverly Cox. $35.00 

46. Dictionary of Native American Mythology. By Sam D.Gill. $15.95 (pb) 

47. Book of Elders. By Sandy Johnson. $20.00 (pb) 

48. Growing Up Native American. By Patricia Riley. $11 (pb) 

49. Reference Encyclopedia of the American Indian, 7th ed. $49.50 (pb) 

50. Through Indian Eyes. By Beverly Slapin. $24.95 (pb)

51. Guion Miller Roll "Plus". By Bob Blankenship. $30.00 

52. Dawes Rolls "Plus". By Bob Blankenship $25.00

53. Guion and Dawes Set. By Bob Blankenship. $50.00 

54. Cherokee Drennen Roll of 1851. By Marybelle Chase. $30.00. Has helpful double index listing names by first name as well as surname. 

55. Tracing Your Mississippi Ancestors. By Anne Lipscomb and K.S. Hutchinson. $14.95. Helpful for those searching Choctaw ancestry. 

56. Beloved Mother: The Story of Nance Ward. By Charlotte Jane Ellington. $14.95 58. The Path We Travel. Celebrations of Contemporary Native American Creativity. 

Accompanies the third NMAI inaugural exhibit, a collection of essays by 

contemporary artists. $18.95 59. The Book of Elders. The Life Stories & Wisdom 

of Great American Indians, By Michael Haney. $20.00 

FINDING YOUR CHEROKEE ANCESTOR:

1. Did your ancestor live in Oklahoma between 1893 and 1906 a. If yes, are they 

on the Dawes Rolls? (Microfiche M- 1186, roll 1) 1. If not on the Dawes Rolls, 

are they on the Guion Miller general index (M-1104, roll?) a. if yes, follow 

references from Miller records on M-685 to Drennen or Chapman Rolls (M-685, Roll 

12). You can get a copy of someone's application by sending the application 

number to: National Archives (NNFJ), Washington DC 20408 b. if no, are they on 

the "Intruder" lists (7RA-53 and 7RA-55) 1. if yes, they were not recognized as 

Cherokee citizens 2. if no, check the 1896 Old Settler Roll (T-985) or Old 

Settler roll of 1851 (M-685, roll 12) c. Check History of the Cherokee Indians 

by Emmet Starr d. If yes, (they were listed on the Daws Rolls), note their 

enrollment number and category and find their enrollment card on M-1186 e. then 

use the information on enrollment card to search earlier rolls such as 1896 

Census (7RA-19) and 1880 Census (7RA-07) f. then check M-1301 for enrollment 

packet g. is this a direct ancestor. if yes, you are eligible for registration: 

Contact Cherokee Nation, Tribal Registrar, POB 948, Tahlequah, OK 74465-0948 

II. Did your ancestor reside in the North Carolina/Tennessee Area? a. if yes, is 

there name on any roll in Cherokee Roots by bob blankenship? 1. if yes, contact 

the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, POB 455, Cherokee, NC 28719 b. if no, are 

they on the Guion Miller general index (m-1104, roll?) 1. if yes, follow 

references from the Miller records on M-685 to Drennen or Chapman Rolls (M-685, 

roll 12) 2. if no, are they on the "intruder" lists (7RA-53 and 7RA-55) a. if 

yes, they were not recognized as Cherokee Citizens b. if no, check the 1896 Old 

Settler Payment Roll(T-985) 1. Check history of the Cherokee Indians,by Emmett 

Starr c. If no, your ancestor may be Cherokee, but it is unlikely they are on 

any roll.

Actually, it sounds confusing, but most of the information sources can be found 

at one of the Family History Centers of the Mormon Church. They will order the 

rolls for you and you can search at your leisure. Bob Blankenship has two books 

out on the Cherokee Rolls, one dealing with the Eastern Bands, and Volume 2, 

deals with the Western Bands. 

Interesting Stuff... 

"Are The Cherokees A Wandering Tribe?" Prior to the expulsion of the Cherokees 

from their tribal lands in Georgia, Tennessee, Alabama, and North Carolina, this 

article ran in the New York American. New York. 5 Feb. 1830. W. IX. No.935. p. 2 

col.2: "The following facts furnish the best answer to that question. In 1810 

there were (among the Cherokees) 19,500 cattle; 6,100 horses; 19,600 swine; 

1,037 sheep; 467 looms; 1,600 spinning wheels; 30 wagons; 500 ploughs; 3 

saw-mills; 13 grist-mills. In 1826 there were 22,000 cattle; 7,600 horses; 

46,000 swine; 2,500 sheep; 765 looms; 2,488 spinning wheels; 172 wagons; 2,944 

ploughs; 10 saw-mills; 31 grist-mills; 62 blacksmith shops; 8 cotton-machines; 

18 schools; 13 ferries; and a number of public roads. In one district there were 

last winter, upwards of 10,000 volumes of good books and 11 periodical papers, 

both religious and political, were taken and read. A credulous man would hardly 

have arrived at this conclusion, listening to the current reports of the day or 

by reading the articles of a writer in the New England Review." Submitted by 

Marj Lowe, Trustee. History Comes Alive Below is an extract from a letter by Col. R. J. Meigs which describes the Green Corn Dance. The letter first appeared in the National Intelligencer, on July 25, 1816. 'The feast of the First Fruits is, undoubtedly, of religious origin. The name of this feast is the Green Corn Dance. This name gives it the character of the Feast of the First Fruits. I have attentively seen this dance performed. Some hundreds of males and females assemble in a square, perfectly levelled and clean, in front of the national council house. They move in circles, male in one circle and females in another, having a leader, or master of ceremonies: they move slowly by measured steps, circle within circle - there is no smiling or speaking; no levity of action - their countenances are impressed, apparently, with religious awe. Their king, or head chief, was present, but not in the dance. Those in the circles were generally young people: they might be called singing men and singing women, for they all chaunted (sic) a monotonous plaintive tune, which did not charm the ear, but the ensemble was pleasing. During the dance (perhaps an hour) not a word is spoken, except by the master of ceremonies, who seems well pleased with his honorable station. When the dance is concluded, the circles disperse, and are mixed with the surrounding spectators - all are merry, and apparently happy: no cares or vexations are permitted to obtrude themselves on that day." 

Copyright &copy; 1995 Cherokee National Historical Society, Tahlequah, OK 

When the Spanish explorer, Hernando De Soto, travelled through the Cherokee 

country they occupied a region including parts of modern day Virginia, West 

Virginia, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, and 

Alabama. Today, the largest factions of Cherokee are the members of the three 

federally recognized tribes: The Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, The Eastern Band 

of Cherokee Indians, and The United Keetoowah Band. However, there are numerous 

smaller organizations across the United States who honor their Cherokee 

heritage. 

The modern Cherokee are diverse in culture ranging from those who maintain and 

protect the native language and traditions to those who are fully assimilated 

into America's mainstream society. Racially, they range from "full bloods" to 

practically white. In the words of author Grace Steele Woodard, "A common 

ancestry promotes understanding between Cherokee full bloods and the mixed 

bloods. They are poles apart in many respects but, under the skin, are still 

brothers. For one thing, they have Cherokee traditions in common, and no amount 

of white blood can dilute the remembrance of what happened in centuries past to 

the Cherokee people" 

Cherokee Registration:

To be eligible for Tribal Membership with the Cherokee Nation, you must apply 

and be able to present a Certificate of Degree of Indian Blood (CDIB), issued by 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

To obtain a CDIB, you must formally apply for one and provide acceptable legal 

documents which connect you to an ancestor, who is listed with a roll number and 

a blood degree from the FINAL ROLLS OF CITIZENS AND FREEDMEN OF THE FIVE 

CIVILIZED TRIBES, Cherokee Nation, (commonly called the Dawes Commission or 

Final Rolls). These rolls were compiled between the years of 1899-1906. Quantum 

of Indian blood is computed from the nearest paternal and/or maternal direct 

ancestor(s) of Indian blood listed on the Final Rolls. 

Many descendants of Cherokee Indians can neither be nor qualify for tribal 

membership in the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma because their ancestors were not 

enrolled during the final enrollment. Unfortunately, these ancestors did not 

meet the requirements for the final enrollment. The requirements at the time 

were (1) applying between 1899- 1906, (2) appearing on previous tribal rolls of 

1880 or 1896, and (3) having a permanent residence within the Cherokee Nation 

(now the 14 northeastern counties of Oklahoma). If the ancestors had separated 

from the Tribe and settled in states such as Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, and 

Texas, they lost their citizenship within the Cherokee Nation. Only enrolled 

members of the Cherokee Nation named on the Final Rolls and/or their direct 

descendants are furnished Certificates of Degree of Indian Blood and/or Tribal 

Membership. 

CDIB's are issued only through the natural parents. In cases of adoption, 

quantum of Indian blood must be proven through the BIOLOGICAL PARENTS to the 

enrolled ancestor. A copy of the Final Decree of Adoption must accompany the 

application for CDIB, as well as the STATE CERTIFIED, FULL IMAGE/PHOTOCOPY OF 

THE BIRTH RECORD. All information will remain CONFIDENTIAL. 

To assist you in researching and for formally applying, an information packet 

has been designed to give you general facts, specific instructions describing 

required information and documentation, formal applications, research referral 

information, and other information. When you submit your application, PROCESSING 

TIME IS FOUR TO EIGHT WEEKS! Upon issuance of a CDIB, the tribal membership 

application will be placed on file for processing. Incidentally, should your 

descendancy from an enrollee NOT BE ESTABLISHED, the processing of the 

application may take longer. You will receive a letter from the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs explaining 'why' your descendancy could not be certified. 

Write the Registration Department for your registration packet at: Cherokee 

Nation Att: Registration Dept. P.O. Box 948 Tahlequah, OK 74465-0948 or call: 

918-456-0671 ex.575 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Central 

Daylight Savings Time) Monday through Friday.

Should you have any questions concerning the CDIB/Tribal Membership process, 

please contact the Registration Office between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 

p.m. (Central Daylight Savings Time) Monday through Friday. 

How To Guide for Native Americans

AMERICAN INDIAN RESEARCH:

While tracing Cherokee ancestry is difficult it is not impossible. There are 

records for the "Eastern" Cherokees and of the "Western" Cherokees. These 

records are representative of those existing for other tribes which came under 

the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

For those interested in conducting their own research, "Exploring Your Ancestry" 

by Thomas G. Moony is highly recommended. Several census have been taken and tribal records have also been kept. Sometimes in the census/index records you will find a number with the name. This number could be a "Roll" number and is very important. Keep it. 

If you are researching so that you may receive "Tribal Membership". To register 

as a member of the Cherokee Nation one must prove direct ancestry to a person of 

Cherokee Blood enrolled by DAWES during the period of 1898 to 1914. Simultaneous 

applications for "Certificate of Degree of Indian Blood" and "Cherokee Nation 

Membership" are required. Birth certificates, death certificates, and Court 

Records are some of the means of "proving" direct decendency from a person on 

the DAWES Roll. It is your responsibility to "prove" to the Cherokee Nation that 

you are entitled to be registered as a member. If your descendent is NOT on the 

DAWES Roll no registration will be allowed. 

Applications may be obtained from Cherokee Nation, Tribal Register Tahlequah, 

OK. 74465 Phone 918-456-0671 

Note that tribal agencies do Not accept Federal Census Records as Proof of 

Indian blood. 

Originally the Native American Indian was to be included in the Vital Statistic 

Records of each state when that state began keeping records but because the 

Native American Indians were spread out in large area, complete registering was 

not done for many years. There are many tribal offices for different tribes as 

well as Bureau of Indian Affairs offices for different areas. 

As of the 1980 Federal census there were 25 pages (80 tribes to a page) of 

listed "tribes" to be coded and those not listed had a special code number. The 

more well known tribes were: Apache, Navajo, Hopi, Cherokee, Sioux, Iroquois, 

Crow, Chippewa and many others. The tribes that are less known include the Attu, 

Atka, Hoh, Makah, Sanak, etc. Some tribes have more and better records than 

others. Our way of doing genealogy does not always fit the Indian way. They may 

take into their home an orphan, the homeless of any age, a widow or other stray 

and call them "brother, sister, aunt" etc... and there may be no blood 

relationship at all. It was also an accepted practice to use the mother's family 

name and she could be listed as head of household. An Indian name generally does 

not tell you if the person is male or female. Many Native Americans were missed completely on the census rolls when taken because of distance, lack of communication and understanding of the language and customs. Others did not want to admit to being Indian and some just refused to report. Also, as with all people, names were written as then sounded to the person taking the census. ( Pal could be listed as Powell). Many Native Americans had only one name which did not help to keep the records correct. There were many with given and surnames so different from what the record taker was accustomed to that they did not always understand them or know how to record them. 

As with any other family research, it is best to start with your "known" parent 

and work back toward your descendent. 1920, 1910, 1900, etc. etc. These Census & 

Roll records are located in the Fort Worth Federal Record Center, the National 

Archives and the Oklahoma Historical Society in Oklahoma City. As well as other 

Regional NARC Centers. 

The Cherokees were once a mighty and powerful nation. At the time when the 

Cherokees came first in contact with the white man (DeSoto in 1540, they claimed 

some 135,000 square miles of territory covering parts of eight present-day 

states: North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, 

Virginia and West Virginal. By the end of the American Revolutionary War, the 

Cherokees had lost about half of their land in the east. Between 1785 and 1835 

the Cherokee lands had shrunk to a few million acres. By the "Treaty of New 

Echota" in 1835, all lands east of the Mississippi River were ceded to the 

Federal Government. (Of the 40 treaties executed with the Cherokees, the Federal 

Government chose to break each and every one.)  As far back as 1782, a group of Eastern Cherokee who fought with the British in the Revolution petitioned the Spanish for permission to settle west of the Mississippi, which was granted. A. group of Eastern Cherokee moved in 1794 into the St. Francis River valley in present-day southeastern Missouri. It is probable that there were already Cherokee settled in the Missouri area. Records of how many people, and when, moved "West" are limited. Due to earthquakes and flooding in Missouri, around 1812, most of the Cherokee in Missouri moved into present-day northwestern Arkansas. 

The LOVELY'S PURCHASE of 1816, was a result of a conference between the OSAGES 

and the CHEROKEES, convened at the mouth of the Verdigris River. Major WILLIAM 

LOVELY, Cherokee agent in the West, obtained an agreement whereby the OSAGES 

ceded to the United States the land as follows: "Beginning at the Arkansas River 

.. Frog Bayou .. then up the Arkansas and Verdigris to the falls of the 

Verdigris River .. thence Eastwardly, to the said OSAGE boundary line, at a 

point 20 leagues North from the Arkansas River .. and, with that line, to the 

point of beginning..."  During 1811-1812, the Cherokees moved en masse to the Arkansas region. In the "Turkey Town Treaty of" 1817 the Cherokee ceded land and some 1,100 Cherokees started (1818- 19) their removal from their ancestral lands East of the Mississippi to area to Arkansas Territory. The Cherokee agreed to exchange 1/3rd of the lands in the East for equal acreage located between the White River on the Northeast boundary and the Arkansas River on the Southwest boundary in the then Arkansas Territory. Out of these "treaties", the Cherokee had a choice of two alternatives. They could either "enroll" to move to the traded land in Arkansas or they could "file" for a reservation of 640 acres in the east which would revert to the state upon their death or abandonment of the property.

Reservation Rolls 1817 A listing of those Cherokees desiring a 640 acre tract in 

the east and permitted to reside their. No record exists of the 2,000 Cherokees 

who emigrated before 1817. 

Emigration Rolls 1817 A listing of those Cherokees emigrating to 1835 Arkansas 

territory & later 1828 to Oklahoma In 1828, the Cherokees ceded their lands in 

Arkansas for land in Oklahoma. 

Henderson Rolls 1835 A listing of 16,000 Cherokees living in Alabama, Georgia, 

Tennessee, & North Carolina to be removed to Oklahoma, per Treaty New Echota. 

The "Treaty of New Echota", 29 Dec 1835, represented the final cession of all 

Cherokee lands east of the Mississippi. This Census (NARC T-496) was taken of 

the Western Cherokees in 1835 before they were force to move in what is know as 

"The Trail of Tears" to Oklahoma. But in the three years between 1835 and 1838 

no records seem to have been kept of those Cherokee Indians who were born, who 

died (4,000) along the way, who never left their homes, or who initially reached 

the new territory in the west. Commissioner of Indian Affairs in 1835 by Major 

Currey who was in charge of the Census classified as "Indian" anyone with 1/4 

degree of Indian blood. 

In 1838, several hundred Cherokees in the East escaped into the mountains of 

North Carolina and became known as the Eastern Band of Cherokees. At about the 

same time, many elected to take advantage of Article 12 of the 1835 treaty which 

allowed those desirous to stay in the east if they met certain criteria. 

Mullay Roll 1848 A listing of 1,517 Cherokees living in in North Carolina after 

the removal of 1838 Agent John C. Mullay took the Census pursuant to an act of 

Congress in 1848. 

Siler Roll 1851 A listing of 1,700 Cherokees living in Eastern Cherokee entitled 

to a per capita payment pursuant an act of Congress in 1850. 

In 1851, David W. Silar was appointed to take a census of the Cherokees east of 

the Mississippi to determine who could be eligible to participate in a per 

capita payment based on the 1835 treaty. Silar submitted his census list which 

contained 1,959? individuals by state and county in North Carolina, Tennessee, 

Georgia and Alabama. 

Old Settler Roll 1851 A listing of Cherokees still living in 1851 who already 

residing in Oklahoma when the main body of the Cherokee arrived in the winter of 

1839 (Trail of Tears) Approximately one third were Old Settlers and two third 

were new arrivals. 

The 1851 Old Settler Roll lists each individual by district and his/her children 

unless the mother was an emigrant Cherokee. In this case, the children were 

listed with their mother on the Drennen Roll 1852. There were 44 family groups 

listed as non-residents. Guion Miller used this roll in compiling the 1910 

record. 

Chapman Roll 1852 Prepared by Albert Chapman as a listing of those Cherokee 

actually receiving payment based on Siler 1851 Eastern Census. 

In 1851 and 1852 the per capita payments were made by Alfred Chapman based on 

Silar's census to 2,134 individuals.This roll played an important part in Guion 

Miller's preparation of his roll completed in 1910. Anyone who could trace their 

ancestry to an individual on the Chapman Roll was included on Miller's roll. 

Drennen Roll 1852 Prepared by John Drennen as a listing of first Census of "New" 

arrivals of 1839 in Oklahoma. (Trail of Tears)Federal Census 1860 M-653 Roll 52 & 54 contain Indian lands in Arkansas Swetland Roll 1869 Prepared by S.H. Swetland as a listing of those Cherokee, and their decedents, who were listed as remaining in North Carolina by Mullay 1848 Census. Made pursuant to an act of Congress 1868 for a removal payment authorization. 

S. H. Swetland was appointed to take a census in 1868. He was to use the Mullay 

Roll of 1848 as the basis for his census. This census was completed in 1868 and 

gives the families in the Eastern Cherokee band. Hester Roll 1883 Prepared by Joseph G. Hester as a listing of Eastern Cherokee in 1883. (This Roll is an excellent source of information. Includes ancestors, Chapman Roll Number, age English name and Indian name.) 

In 1882, Joseph G. Hester was appointed to take the 5th census of the Eastern 

Band. Copies of the previous census were made available to him and he was 

required to account for all persons on the previous rolls by either including 

them on the new roll, noting their deaths on the old rolls or describing their 

whereabouts as unknown either to Mr. Hester or any of the Native Americans. This 

completed roll was submitted to the Secretary of Interior in 1884. It contained 

2,956 persons residing in North Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, South 

Carolina, Virginia, Illinois, Kansas, Colorado, Kentucky, New Jersey, and 

California. Those living west of the Mississippi and listed by Mr. Hester were 

descendants of members of the Eastern Band and had no affiliation with the 

Cherokee Nation in the west. 

Federal Census 1880 T-9, 1,454 rolls, Check Federal Territorial Census rolls 

using the names and locations found in the Indian Rolls. (Note the 1880 Indian 

Schedules for this Federal Census were destroyed.)In 1879, the Cherokee National 

Council authorizeda census and this 1880 Census was arranged in 6 schedules. 

Again, in 1883 and 1886, The Cherokee National Council authorized another 

census. 

Federal Census 1890 M-123, Roll 76 is Indian Territory, Oklahoma In 1890, 

another census of the Cherokee Nation was made and it is probably the most 

complete of any of the census. It included Cherokees and adopted whites, 

Shawnees and Delawares, orphans under 16 yrs, those denied citizenship by the 

Cherokee authorities, those whose claims to citizenship were pending, intruders 

and whites living in the Cherokee Nation by permission. 

Payment Roll 1896 The 1896 Payment Roll is based on the above 1851 Old Settler 

Roll and listed each payee 1851 roll number, name, age, sex, and post office 

address. 

The DAWES Roll The final Roll for allotting the land and 1898-1914 terminating 

the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. Senator Henry L. Dawes was the Commission's 

Chairman. The Roll turned out NOT to be as final as it was expected to be. Upon 

the re-organization of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma in the 1970's, the DAWES 

Roll became the only means of "Certifying" membership. To be enrolled by the 

Cherokee Nation, one must "prove" ancestry to a person enrolled by DAWES. 

Federal Census 1900 T-623, 1,854 rolls, Same as 1910; in addition a separate 

Indian Territory Schedule is at the end of the Soundex Index (T-1082). Use 

Soundex Code. This lists members of the Five Civilized Tribes as well as Whites 

and Blacks living in the Indian Territory. Rolls 1843- 1854 are the rolls for 

the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, Peoria, Quapaw, Seneca, Wyandotte, 

Seminole, Modoc, Ottawa & Shawnee nations. There are also special state censuses 

listing Indian population by tribes or reservations. 

Five Civilized Tribes 1907 #7 RA3 index & final rolls 5 civilized Tribes-1907 

Churchill Roll 1908 Prepared by Frank C. Churchill as a listing of Eastern 

Cherokee to "Certify Members" of the Eastern Band. (Like the Hester above has 

lots of Information) 

Guion Miller Roll 1909 Prepared by Guion Miller of all Eastern Cherokee (Not Old 

Settlers), residing in the either East or West of the Mississippi River. Ordered 

by the Court of Claims as result of "Suit" won by Eastern Cherokees. 

Federal Census 1910 T-624, 1,784 rolls, Indian Schedules are at the endof the 

identified Enumeration District ED (Use the Federal Census Index Books for ED of 

Countyof Residence.) 

Federal Census 1920 T-625, 8,585 rolls, Native American Indians may beidentified 

as Black, Indian, Other, or white. 

Baker Roll 1924 This was supposed to be the "final Roll" of theEastern Cherokee. 

The land was to be allotted and all were to become citizens. Fortunately the 

Eastern Cherokee avoided the termination procedures, unlike their brothers of 

the Cherokee Nation West. The Baker Roll Revised is the currant membership Roll 

of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians in North Carolina. 

There have been other census taken from time to time that included the some of 

the Creek, Shawnees and Delawares that became part of the Cherokee Nation. 

There are numerous other records available in the National Archives which 

include records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, US Army Mobile Units, Records 

of the Supreme Court, Records of the US District Courts, Records of the US Court 

of Appeals, Records of the US Court of Claims, Records of the Veterans 

Administration. Since the Cherokee Indians were not (generally) subject to state 

courts, their civil and criminal court records are normally found in the Federal 

Court records. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs records include the Indian Removal records, the 

Land Division records, the Enrollment of the Eastern Cherokee, the Law and 

Probate Division records (this has to do with the heirs of deceased Indian 

allottees), the Civilization Division records, the Indian Civil War Claims 

records, the Statistics Division records, the Finance Division records and the 

Miscellaneous Division records. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs Field Office records available for Cherokees include 

Cherokee Agency, East located at National Archives; Cherokee Agency, North 

Carolina located at FARC, Atlanta; Cherokee Agency, West located at the National 

Archives. 

In 1938, the Adjutant General's Office transferred its collection of Confederate 

records to the National Archives. While many of the Confederate records were 

destroyed before seizure by the Union Army, some records still exist. Roll 74, 

Compiled Records Showing Service of Military Units in Confederate Organizations 

contains information about the Indian Organizations .Also, compiled military 

service records have been reproduced on microfilm by the National Archives that 

include service records of Confederate soldiers. Also the Confederate States 

Army Casualties and also documents pertaining to battles in Indian Territory are 

in the records. 

The Indian Archives in the Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, contains 

about 3 million manuscripts and 6 thousand bound volumes of Indian documents. 

This is the largest collection of Indian documents in the United States outside 

of the National Archives. In addition, private collections are also housed at 

the Oklahoma Historical Society. These include the works of several noted Indian 

historians In addition, the Oklahoma Historical Society maintains an excellent 

collection of Oklahoma newspapers. 

The Oklahoma Historical Society records contains 740 bound volumes and 25 file 

drawers containing over 430 thousand pages pertaining to the Cherokee Nation. 

In doing Native American research, just remember that not all Cherokee 

descendants are REALLY Cherokee. Since many persons who were white, members of 

other tribes, and slaves were granted membership into the Cherokee tribe. One 

should check the Creek, Choctaw and Delaware records very closely also as these 

groups contributed MANY members to the Cherokee Tribe. 

What's in a Name 

In the late 1700's and all through the 1800's many Cherokees adopted the 

European tradition of using surnames and passing the name on to their children. 

Many chose European surnames such as Adair, Vann, Starr, Price, Grant, Hicks, 

Guess, Ward, Smith, Taylor, Ross, or Boudinot. Some Cherokees translated the meaning of their Cherokee names into the English equivalent word, such as Bean, Walker, Bear Paw, Tadpole, Wolf, Locust, Flea, Cricket, Rider, Pumpkinpile, Acorn, Housebug, Pigeon, or Smoke. In most Cherokee cases the names made reference to a single animal, insect, plant, or part of the environment, as opposed to the compound names common to many other Indian tribes like He Who Thinks, Holy Bear, Little Beaver, White Buffalo Calf Woman, or Thunder Over the Mountains. Compound names did appear among the Cherokees but not as frequently, like Goingsnake, Bellowingsnake, Dreadfulwater, Going Up Stream, Big Drum, Arrowkeeper, Broken In Two, Swimmer, Buck Scraper, Old Blanket, White Man Killer, or Tobacco Mouth. 

In addition, some Cherokees anglicized their Cherokee names by translating the 

Cherokee language sounds into the English alphabet. Examples are Oo Ta Wo Ta, 

Ooh Lah Nea Tah, Ahquatageh, Ko Tut Tih Nih, Kow Wee Te Tee, Te Ke Nas Ki, 

Tehital Leh Ih, Wah Wha UU Ta Ainih. As you can probably see from just these few 

examples, the possibilities are great for inconsistencies, confusion, multiple 

spellings of the same names and errors. 

Many of these names first were translated to English writing when the U.S. 

government and military census roll takers were out in the field enumerating the 

Indian Nations. This problem was in no way exclusive to the Cherokees or even 

Indians for that matter. It was experienced to some degree by all the tribes and 

by the non-English speaking immigrants to the United States at the ports of 

entry like Ellis Island, when they had to declare a name. Errors naturally arose 

as a result of the different census takers' ears for translating the Cherokee 

sounds into English syllables. It also led to variability from roll to roll in 

how an individual person's name might be spelled. An additional problem was that 

the original Cherokee territory was so large that regional dialects developed. 

This too probably influenced the variability in the census takers' recordings. 

Another related problem was the lack of standardization in the use of English 

letters to represent sounds. For example, are "U", "Uu", and "Oo" the same 

sounds? Are "Te" and Teh" the same sounds or different sounds? Are "Aw" and "Ah" 

the same or different? Is "Lil Lih" the same name as "Lilih"? Both names appear 

on the 1883 Hester Roll. Is "Oosowee" the same name as "Oosowih"? How about 

"Oooo So Wee"? All three names appear on the 1908 Churchill Roll. 

A final problem is the natural evolutionary change of the Cherokee language. The 

demands of the last 150 years have led to many changes in the language. 

Foremost, of course, is Sequoyah's invention of the Cherokee Syllabary, After 

many false starts to develop a written language, he finally settled on a series 

of symbols to represent the different syllable sounds. This led to almost full 

tribal literacy in a remarkable short time. It also had the tendency over time 

to force regional differences out of the language. The same symbol was used to 

represent two similar yet slightly different sounds, such as "g" and "k" sounds, 

and "t" and "d" sounds. Holmes and Smith (1977) point out several flaws in the 

Syllabary. None-the-less, the drive to save the Cherokee language, when so many 

native tongues were lost, led to the standardization of the English spelling of 

Cherokee words. The Cherokee-English Dictionary published by the Oklahoma 

Cherokee Nation made great strides towards the maintaining the existence of the 

language for future generations, but it also eliminated many of the well- 

established ways of representing Cherokee names in English. For example, "Oo" 

was commonly used to represent the "u" sound, like in the English word "moon." 

The Cherokee dictionary now spells all those words with a single English "u". 

The Cherokee Syllabary alphabet has no symbol to represent the consonant "ch" 

sound, so those words are given the Cherokee Symbol for either the sound "tsu" 

or "tsv". 

These problems come back to haunt researchers when tracing back genealogical 

records. A case in point was when I was asked to search Cherokee records for the 

relatives of people living today with the modern surname of CHUKALATE. That 

particular spelling was not found listed on any of the rolls. But the following 

similar names were found: 

CHUC KA LUKA CHOO CHO LUT TAH CHOOALUKE CHU CHA LA TAH CHU CH OL LA TEH CHU KO 

LA TO CHU CHA LA THE CHUCALATE CHOO QUA LA TIH CHUCULATE CHUH KA HEH CHUCUERLATE 

CHOO KO LUT TO YIH CHUKERLATE CHOO CO LA TAH 

Several other names were also similar, but not nearly as similar as these. This 

makes it very difficult to accurately trace lineage back in time. Careful 

scanning of the details of the application files of the rolls is important. As 

another example, while researching the surname CLOUD I discovered at least six 

different spellings for the Cherokee version of that name: 

CHOO LO KIL LEH OO LAW GIH LUH OO GEH WE YOO OO LAW GILL OO GU LAW GA LUH 

ULAGILI 

Whenever you are searching any Native American genealogy resources, you must be 

alert to possible alternate spellings. You must recognize that somewhere in the 

1880's many Native Americans took on new names or anglicized versions of their 

native names. Before that time, it was not common practice to hand your surname 

on to your children. 

It may become necessary for you to hire a native speaking Cherokee researcher to 

interpret the variation in names. That person can try to link the English 

spelling to Cherokee syllables to help determine whether the variations between 

two similarly spelled names represents the same name spelled differently, or two 

different names. For those people tracing Cherokee roots, it may be a 

frustrating barricade to cross, but the good side is you will learn a little bit 

about the structure of your native tongue. 
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Reel 2. Cherokee Rolls -- Reel 3. Creek and Seminole Rolls. 

United States. Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. Enrollment Cards of the 
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rolls 2-93. Washington: National Archives, National Archives and Records 

Service, General Services Administration. 92 microfilm reels. Partial Contents: 

Cherokee by Blood [approved] (rolls 2-15) -- Cherokee Minors by Blood [approved] 

(rolls 16-18) -- Cherokee Minors [approved] (rolls 19-21) -- Delaware [approved] 

(roll 22) -- Cherokee by Marriage [approved] (rolls 22-23) -- Cherokee Freedmen 

[approved] (rolls 23-26) -- Cherokee Freedmen Minors [approved] (rolls 26-27) -- 

Cherokee [doubtful/rejected] (rolls 27-32) -- Cherokee Freedmen [doubtful/rejected] (rolls 33-38) -- Choctaw (rolls 39-66) - - Chickasaws (rolls 

67-76) -- Creek (rolls 77-91) -- Seminole (rolls 92-93). Blankenship, Bob. Cherokee Roots. 2nd ed. Cherokee, NC: B. Blankenship, 1992. 2 v. Contents: v. 1. Eastern Cherokee Rolls (includes: 1817 Reservation Rolls, 1817-1835 Emigration Roll, 1835 Henderson Roll, 1848 Mullay Roll, 1851 Siler Roll, 1852 Chapman Roll, 1869 Swetland Roll, 1883 Hester Roll, 1908 Churchill Roll, 1909 Guion Miller East, 1924 Baker Roll, Enrollment Procedures of Eastern Band) -- v. 2. Western Cherokee Rolls (includes: 1851 Old Settler Roll, 1852 Drennen Roll by Family Name, 1898-1914 Combination Dawes and Guion Miller Rolls, Enrollment Procedures of the Cherokee Nation). 

United States. [Baker Roll. Eastern Cherokees in North Carolina]. Series: 

National Archives microfilm publications; A-35. Washington: National Archives, 

National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. [1?] 

microfilm reel. 
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not eligible for the Dawes Commission or Baker Rolls, were eligible for the 
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one eligible for tribal membership in the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma or Eastern 

Band of Cherokee. 

United States Court of Claims. General Index to Eastern Cherokee Applications 

[of the U.S.Court of Claims, 1906-1909], vols. 1 and 2, Application numbers 

1-145. Series: National Archives Microfilm Publication; M1104, rolls 1. 

Washington: National Archives, National Archives and Records Service, General 

Services Administration. 1 microfilm reel. 

Blankenship, Bob. Guion Miller Roll "Plus" of Eastern Cherokee. Cherokee, NC 

(P.O. Box 525, 28719, (704) 497-9709): Cherokee Roots, [1994]. ISBN 096337442. 

216 p. Alphabetical order by surname. Includes accepted and rejected rolls. 
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Service, General Services Administration. 348 microfilm reels. 
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Excerpts from Tsalagi (Cherokee) Literature:

"We are now about to take our leave and kind farewell to our native land, the 

country that the Great Spirit gave our Fathers, we are on the eve of leaving 

that country that gave us birth...it is with sorrow we are forced by the white 

man to quit the scenes of our childhood... we bid farewell to it and all we hold 

dear." Charles Hicks, Tsalagi (Cherokee) Vice Chief on the Trail of Tears, 

November 4, 1838 

"Many proposals have been made to us to adopt your laws, your religion, your 

manners and your customs. We would be better pleased with beholding the good 

effects of these doctrines in your own practices, than with hearing you talk 

about them". Old Tassel, Chief of the Tsalagi (Cherokee) 

"Whole Indian Nations have melted away like snowballs in the sun before the 

white man's advance. They leave scarcely a name of our people except those 

wrongly recorded by their destroyers. Where are the Delewares? They have been 

reduced to a mere shadow of their former greatness. We had hoped that the white 

men would not be willing to travel beyond the mountains. Now that hope is gone. 

They have passed the mountains, and have settled upon Tsalagi (Cherokee) land. 

They wish to have that usurpation sanctioned by treaty. When that is gained, the 

same encroaching spirit will lead them upon other land of the Tsalagi 

(Cherokees). New cessions will be asked. Finally the whole country, which the 

Tsalagi (Cherokees) and their fathers have so long occupied, will be demanded, 

and the remnant of the Ani Yvwiya, The Real People, once so great and 

formidable, will be compelled to seek refuge in some distant wilderness. There 

they will be permitted to stay only a short while, until they again behold the 

advancing banners of the same greedy host. Not being able to point out any 

further retreat for the miserable Tsalagi (Cherokees), the extinction of the 

whole race will be proclaimed. Should we not therefore run all risks, and incur 

all consequences, rather than to submit to further loss of our country? Such 

treaties may be alright for men who are too old to hunt or fight. As for me, I 

have my young warriors about me. We will hold our land." Chief Dragging Canoe 

(Otter Lifts It), Chickamauga Tsalagi (Cherokee) 

"I believe it is in the power of the Indians unassisted, but united and 

determined, to hold their country. We cannot expect to do this without serious 

losses and many privations, but we possess the spirit of our fathers, and are 

resolved never to be enslaved by an inferior race, and trodden under the feet of 

an ignorant and insolent foe, we, the Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Seminoles, 

and Tsalagi (Cherokees), never can be conquered..." Confederate General Stand 

Waitie, Tsalagi (Cherokee) 

"By peace our condition has been improved in the pursuit of civilized life." 

John Ross "Our blood, if not destroyed, will win its course in beings of fair complexion, who will read that their ancestors become civilized under the frowns of misfortune, and the cause of their enemies."  John Ridge, 1835 

Universities Teaching the Tsalagi (Cherokee) Language 

UNIV. OF TULSA DEPT OF LANGUAGES TULSA, OK 74104 (918) 631-2332 Attn: MELVYN C. 

RESNICK 

WESTERN CAROLINA UNIV. CULLOWHEE, NC 28723 (704) 227-7241 Attn: SUZANNE MOORE 

