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Reward Offered For Assailant Of Slain Woman

Rewards For Assailant Of Miss Ernestine Holt Total $650.

Sheriff W. H. Smith announced today that rewards totaling $650 have been offered for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the midnight assailant of Miss Ernestine Holt, who was stabbed to death by an intruder in her bedroom, Friday night.

Governor Johnson has authorized a reward of $200, to which is added the statutory reward of $100 by the county, and a reward of $100 by Sheriff Smith, in addition to a $250 reward offered by Miss Holt’s family.

It is felt that the rewards should be brought to $1,000 and several local citizens have offered to add to the reward.  Those who are willing to do so are asked to call the Commonwealth and state the amount they are willing to add to the amount.  One citizen stated this morning that he was willing to guarantee enough if others did not to make the total $1,000.

No new developments have been made in the fatal stabbing of Miss Ernestine Holt, 30-year-old cosmetic representative, who died from her wounds at Greenwood LeFlore Hospital early Saturday morning following the attack shortly after midnight Friday at the home of Mrs. Champ Taylor on West Harding Street.

Chief of police Frank Smith stated that a negro, Acy Staples arrested and held for investigation, was released yesterday as having no connection with the affair.

According to the police department, Miss Holt regained consciousness for about 40 minutes and gave the following information:

She stated that she had retired about 11:30 o’clock and was awakened later by a noise in her room.  Raising up she saw nothing but heard the noise again, this time seeing a man crawling on the floor.

She said: “what does this mean?”

The voice replied: “shut up, don’t scream, this is Jack.”

She began screaming and as she did, the man put his hand over her mouth and tried to smother her cries.

The man had on gloves, thick hairy ones and that she believed he had on a mask as his face was partially covered.  In the scuffle with him on the bed, she felt something cut her in the chest.

He then jumped off the bed and she heard him running as if he escaped through a window by the sound of glass crashing.
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Miss Holt then ran from her room screaming and collapsed in the hallway near Mrs. Taylor’s room.  That is all she remembered and she could not tell whether it was a negro or a white man.

Mrs. Taylor ran to her as soon as she heard her in the hall and began summoning help and notifying officers.  She fired several shots out the back door to attract attention of neighbors.

Miss Holt died about 3 o’clock.  She was stabbed twice in the chest.  The wound on her right side penetrated her lung, while the cut on her right side was not deep into the chest cavity.  She had not been assaulted, officers were advised.

The personal effects of the victim were undisturbed, $35 in cash and several checks in her pocketbook were intact, officers said.

Reports that her hand clutched hair and some was found under her finger nail, were unfounded officers said, although one of her nails was broken off and never found in her bedroom.

The saleswoman had been in Greenwood about a week where she was appointing agents for the company she represented.  She was a former school teacher and enjoyed an excellent reputation with the company employing her.  This was her first visit here.

The family is offering a reward of $250 for the apprehension of the murderer.  A statutory reward of $100 also supplements this and more will be added to these, it is reported by the Police Department.

The murderer robbed L. Weiner occupying a front room of the house, taking around $15 in cash.  The wallet was found later about two blocks southeast from the location under a footbridge.  About 100 yards away in a field, an Elk’s card belonging to Mr. Weiner, was also found.

All appearances indicate that the murder was an aftermath of an attempted robbery, and it is believed that the perpetrator was a negro.

Following the stabbing of Miss Holt, the burglar either dived through a glass window or kicked the window out.  A spot of blood was found on a brick border of a flower bed in the yard, and a bloody finger print on the screen door indicates that the burglar must have returned for his shoes.

Impressions of a track showed the burglar was in his sock feet while in the house, and tracks in the soft ground outside revealed an apparent footprint made by some one in sock feet.

Neighbors living a block away from the Taylor home reported hearing a prowler around their home about an hour before the murder, but failed to find anyone when an investigation was made.  Tracks indicated, however, that a prowler had been in that neighborhood.

A night watchman on Highway 82 reported seeing a man run across the Boulevard shortly after the murder, and the bloodhounds from Moorhead and Parchman followed the trail across fields and back toward the Boulevard.  The trail was lost at the Boulevard where scores of people had gathered as the dog chase was in progress.

Miss Holt’s relatives arrived Saturday afternoon from Fort Smith, Arkansas, and Hugo, Oklahoma, and the body was forwarded by Wilson & Knight to Hugo, where funeral services were held this morning from the Baptist Church.

Miss Holt is survived by her mother, Mrs. C. M. Holt, of Hugo; three brothers, and two sisters, Mrs. H. L. Hauert, and Mrs. Oliver Burnett of Fort Smith, Ark.

